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This October, Rev. Dingle will retire after 39 
years as Pastor of Advent Lutheran Church in 
Boca Raton, Florida. 

Rev. Dingle has been very involved not only 
with his pastoral duties, but also in the com-
munity as well. His civic and community activi-
ties over the years have included: United 
Campus Ministries at Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity, Presidency of the Boca Raton Association 
of Churches as well as membership on nu-
merous boards such as Visiting Homemakers, 
Operation Concern, Birthline, and Boca Raton 
United Fund. Rev. Dingle is actively leading 
the Lazarus Project, a Lutheran outreach pres-
ence in Haiti. Under his leadership many Ad-
vent programs were initiated and continue to 
flourish. 

Rev. Dingle will retire at an October 26th 
celebration in his honor. He and his wife Mar-
guerite Dingle will, however, continue to serve 
Advent ministries and the community on a part 
time basis. 

It is with great honor that I commend Rev. 
Dingle for his commitment to the community 
and dedication to enriching the lives of his pa-
rishioners. His presence at the Church will be 
sorely missed, however his spirit will live on 
forever within those who he has touched. 
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FARM SECURITY ACT OF 2001 

SPEECH OF

HON. LARRY COMBEST 
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 5, 2001 

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I bring to the attention of my col-
leagues the following exchange of letters be-
tween the Committee on Agriculture and the 
Committee on Ways and Means with regards 
to H.R. 2646. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,

September 17, 2001. 

HON. LARRY COMBEST,

Chairman, Committee on Agriculture. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN COMBEST: I am writing 

concerning H.R. 2646, the ‘‘Agriculture Act of 

2001,’’ which was ordered favorably reported 

by the Committee on Agriculture on August 

2, 2001. 
As you know, the Committee on Ways and 

Means has long maintained a jurisdictional 

interest over matters concerning trade. Con-

tained in the bill are two provisions that fall 

within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 

Ways and Means. Sec. 127 of the bill changes 

the level of import quotas on cotton per-

mitted under U.S. law, and Sec. 146 requires 

importers of dairy products to pay assess-

ments applied to domestic dairy producers to 

offset the costs of dairy sales promotion pro-

grams. These provisions fall within the juris-

diction of the Committee on Ways and 

Means.
However, in order to expedite this legisla-

tion for floor consideration we will not seek 

action on these particular proposals. This is 

being done with the understanding that it 

does not in any way prejudice the Commit-

tee’s jurisdictional prerogatives on these 

measures or any other similar legislation, 

and it should not be considered as precedent 

for consideration of matters of jurisdictional 

interest to the Committee in the future. 
I would appreciate your response to this 

letter, confirming this understanding with 

respect to H.R. 2646, and would ask that a 

copy of our exchange of letters on these mat-

ters be included in your committee report. 

Best regards, 

BILL THOMAS,

Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,

September 18, 2001. 

Hon. WILLIAM M. THOMAS,

Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMAS: As you are aware, 

on July 27, the Committee on Agriculture fa-

vorably reported H.R. 2646, the Farm Secu-

rity Act of 2001. As ordered reported, H.R. 

2646 contains matters within the jurisdiction 

of your committee. 

In the interest of expediting consideration 

of this matter by the House, I respectfully 

request that you forego seeking a referral of 

this bill. I understand that such an action 

does not waive your committee’s jurisdic-

tion, and I will support your inclusion as ad-

ditional conferees in any eventual House- 

Senate Conference on this bill, should you 

seek it. 

I greatly appreciate your cooperation in 

this matter. I will insert a copy of our ex-

change of letters in the Congressional 

Record during consideration of H.R. 2646 on 

the Floor. 

Sincerely,

LARRY COMBEST,

Chairman.
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WHAT AMERICA IS ALL ABOUT 

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2001 

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call the attention of my Colleagues to a new 
book written by a native of Johnstown, Penn-
sylvania. ‘‘A Letter to Mrs. Roosevelt’’ vividly 
conveys the fear gripped a young girl as her 
family home was posted for sheriff’s sale. 

This story about life during the Great De-
pression truly depicts what America is all 
about, and should be a must-read for all 
Americans. Author C. Coco DeYoung based 
the award-winning novel on her family’s expe-
rience, with vivid details brought to her 
through her family’s tradition of storytelling. 

Though written as a children’s book by a 
former educator, the short novel is equally 
compelling to adult readers. Published by 
Delacorte Press, the book won the Sixth An-
nual Marguerite de Angeli Prize for historical 
fiction and the 2000–2001 Keystone to Read-
ing Book Award. Selected by Booklist as a 
Top 10 First Novel of 1999, and a Teachers’ 
Choices 2000 by the International Reading As-
sociation, this book has also been recognized 
as a Notable Social Studies Trade Book for 
Young People by the Children’s Book Council 
and the National Council of Social Studies. To 
date, it has been nominated for state book 
awards in seven states. 

The story is based on real events involving 
De Young’s grandfather, and her father whose 
childhood is depicted in the character role of 
Charlie Bandini in the book. As a six-year-old 
boy, Charlie injures his leg, the bone becomes 
infected and doctors want to amputate. Char-

lie’s father (De Young’s grandfather in real life) 
uses everything the family owned to borrow 
$5,000 to bring in a doctor from Massachu-
setts to save the leg. But as the Great De-
pression set in deeper, he cannot keep up 
with the payments through his business as a 
shoemaker in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 
‘‘Papa’’ Bandini, an Italian immigrant, spoke 
five languages doing business with the various 
immigrant groups that had settled in the mill 
town. Despite their difficulties, he sometimes 
feeds hobos who come to the house for food, 
and when customers had no money, he would 
accept produce from their gardens as payment 
for fixing shoes. 

Having witnessed the fate of neighbors 
whose homes had been posted for Sheriff 
Sale, the sense of security of 11-year-old 
Margo Bandini crumbles when she comes 
home to discover that her own family home 
had been posted by the Sheriff. 

As the family struggles and grapples with 
their fears, desperate to save the family from 
despair, Margo writes a letter to the First 
Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Distributor Random House, in its Online 
Teachers Guide available free at 
www.randomhouse.com, says the book is an 
excellent tool not only for teaching about the 
history of the Great Depression, but also for 
teaching about brotherhood, family, pride, fear 
and courage. 

The real-life Coco family became one of the 
first in Johnstown to receive a loan through 
the Home Owners Loan Corp., a New Deal re-
lief project created by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. And De Young’s father, the book- 
character ‘‘Charlie,’’ remarkably is now in his 
77th year of working in his shoe business— 
he’s been at it since the age of six. 

A ‘‘Letter to Mrs. Roosevelt’’ creates a vivid 
sense of time and place during the Great De-
pression and tells a heart-warming story of 
one family’s struggles and courageous triumph 
through dark times. I recommend it to anyone. 
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A TRIBUTE TO WAR DOGS 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 10, 2001 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, on No-
vember 11th, the citizens of our country will 
celebrate Veteran’s Day. We use this day to 
acknowledge our veteran’s contributions to our 
national security and to recognize the sac-
rifices given by the members of our military. 

But let us not forget about the courageous 
efforts of the war dog. 

Over twelve thousand dogs served in World 
War II, fifteen hundred in the Korean War, and 
more than four thousand in Vietnam. These 
brave dogs have served as sentries, scouts, 
messengers, trackers, and mine-sniffers. 

The Humane Society of Greater Miami hon-
ors war dogs by flying an American flag over 
the grave of Fella, a war dog who is buried in 
their Oak Lawn Pet Cemetery. Fella served in 
the Pacific during World War II and was cred-
ited with saving many lives. This Veteran’s 
Day, the Humane Society of Greater Miami- 
Dade will honor America’s war dogs at Fella’s 
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